The Heart of Prayer

Ro 12:1 | beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God,
that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God, which is your
reasonable service.

2 And be not conformed to this
world: but be ye transformed by
the renewing of your mind, that
ye may prove what is that good,
and acceptable, and perfect, will
of God.
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sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15 [ BIooq of
Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, Christ
God abides in him, and he in God. 16 So we i

know and believe the love God has for us. God is
love, and he who abides in love abides in God,
and God abides in him.
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1:1 That which was from the beginning, which
we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we have looked upon and touched
with our hands, concerning the word of life—.
the life was made manifest, and we saw it, and
testify to it, and proclaim to you the eternal
life which was with the Father and was made
manifest to us—3 that which we have seen and
heard we proclaim also to you, so that you may
have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Chnist

12 T am wnting to you, little children, because
your sins are forgiven for his sake. /J I am
writing to you, fathers, because you know him
who 15 from the beginning. I am writing to you,
young men, because you have overcome the
ewil one. I write to you, children, because you
know the Father. 7/ I wnte to vou, fathers,
because you know him who is from the begin-
ning. [ write to you, young men, because you
are strong, and the word of God abides in you,
and you have overcome the evil one

3.1 See what love the Father has given us, that we
should be called chuldren of God; and so we are. The
reason why the world does not know us 1s that 1t did
not know im. . Beloved, we are God's children
now; it does not yet appear what we shall be, but we
know that when he appears we shall be hke hum, for
we shall see him as he 1s. 7 And every one who thus
hopes in lum punifies humself as he is pure.

/ Every one who commuts sin 15 guilty of lawless-
ness, s 15 lawlessness. 5 You know that he ap-

{ And we are wnting this that our joy may be
complete

T
5 This 15 the message we have heard from him
and proclaim to vou, that God is light and in hum
s no darkness at all. 4 If we say we have fel-

B\the light, as he is in the hight, we

15 Do not love the world or the things in the
world. If any one loves the world, love for the
Father is not in him. /6 For all that is in the
world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the
eyes and the pride of life, is not of the Father but
15 of the world. /7 And the world passes away,
and the lust of it; but he who does the will of
God abides for ever.

peared to take away sins, and m hum there 1s no sm. 6
No one who abides in hum sins; 0o one who sins has
ether seen hum or known him. 7 Little chuldren let
no one deceive you. He who does nght is nghteous,
as be is nghteous. § He who commuts sin s of the
devil; for the devil has sinned from the begmning
The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy
the works of the devil. 9 No one bom of God com-
nuts sm; for God's nature abides m hum, and he can-

vith one another, and the blood
anscs us from all sin. § If we

we deceive ourselves, and
If we confess our sins, he
Awill forgive our sins and
h\chieousness. 10 If we
re make hum a har, and

1 Jn Structure

not sin because he is bom of God. /¢ By this it may

18 Children, 1t 1s the last hour; and as you have
heard that antichrist 1S coming, s0 now many
antichnists have come,; therefore we know that
it is the last hour. 79 They went out from us,
but they were not of us; for if they had been of
us, they would have continued with us; but they
went out, that it might be plain that they all are
not of us

be seen who are the children of God, and who are the
children of the devil: whoever does not do nght is not
of God. nor he who does not love his brother

4.1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but
test the spints to see whether they are of God;
for many false prophets have gone out into the
world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God:
every spirit which confesses that Jesus Chnist
has come in the flesh 1s of God, 7 and every
spint which does not confess Jesus is not of
God. This 1s the spirit of antichrist, of which
you heard that it was comung, and now 1t is in

the world already.

5.1 Every one who believes that Jesus 15 the
Chrnist 1s a child of God, and every one who
loves the parent loves the child. 2 By this we
know that we love the children of God, when
we love God and obey his commandments. 3
For this 15 the love of God, that we keep his
commandments. And his commandments are
not burdensome. / For whatever is born of God
overcomes the world; and this 15 the victory that
overcomes the world, our faith. 5 Who is it that

overcomes the world but he who behieves that

/ Lattle chuldren, you are of God, and have over-

Jesus is the Son of God?

come them; for he who 15 in you is greater than
he who 15 in the world. 5 They are of the world,
therefore what they say is of the world, and the
world listens to them. & We are of God. Who-
ever knows God listens to us, and he who is not
of God does not listen to us. By this we know

[T THIS 15 1C WIO Came Oy Water ang oroos, |
Jesus Chnst, not with the water only but with
the water and the blood. 7 And the Spinit i1s
the witness, because the Spinit is the truth. §
There are three witnesses, the Spirit, the water,
and the blood; and these three agree. ¢ If we
receive the testimony of men, the testimony of

77 For thus 1 the message wiuch you have heard
from the beginnmng, that we should love one another,
12 and not be like Catn who was of the evil one and
murdered his brother. And why did he murder him?

i wnting this to you so
any one does sin, we
Father, Jesus Christ
s the expiation for our
7 but also for the sins of

Thought Blocks

Y/ % be sure that we know him,
Pfimandments. / He who says
it disobeys his commandments

e truth is not in him; 5 but who-
/-‘( his word, 1n him truly love for God
pefiected. By this we may be sure that we are
mhim: 6 he who says he abides in him ought to
walk in the same way in which he walked

U Blll you EJ\'(‘ Eﬂ anomm 5_\' IEC HO’\

One, and you all know. 2/ I wnte to you, not
because you do not know the truth, but because
you know it, and know that no lie 1s of the truth
22 Who 1s the liar but he who denies that Je-
sus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who
denies the Father and the Son. 23 No one who
denies the Son has the Father. He who confesses
the Son has the Father also. 2/ Let what you
heard from the beginning abide in you, If what
you heard from the beginning abides in you,
then you will abide in the Son and in the Father.
25 And this is what he has promised us, etemal
life.

Because hus own deeds were evil and his brother's
nghteous. /3 Do not wonder, brethren. that the world
hates you. 7/ We know that we have passed out of
death mto life, because we love the brethren. He who
does not love abides i death. /5 Any one who hates
lus brother 15 a murderer, and you know that no mur-
derer has etemal life abiding in hum. /6 By this we
know love, that he laid down his life for us; and we
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. /7 But
if any one has the world's goods and sees his brother
m need, yet closes hus heart against hum_ how does
God’s love abide in lum? /8 Lattle children, let us not
love in word or speech but in deed and in truth

7 Beloved, let us love one another; for love is
of God, and he who loves is bom of God and
knows God. § He who does not love does not
know God. for God is love. 9 In this the love
of God was made manifest among us, that God
sent his only Son into the world, so that we
might live through him. /0 In this is love, not
that we loved God but that he loved us and sent
his Son to be the expiation for our sins. /7 Be-
loved, 1f God so loved us, we also ought to love

God is greater; for this 1s the testimony of God
that he has borne witness to his Son. /0 He who
believes in the Son of God has the testimony
in himself He who does not believe God has
made him a har, because he has not believed in
the testimony that God has bome to his Son. //
And this is the testimony, that God gave us eter-
nal life, and this life is in his Son. /2 He who
has the Son has life; he who has not the Son of
God has not life

one another. /. No man has ever seen God. if
we love one another, God abides 1n us and hus
love is perfected in us

, y ! wrte ES 10 you \\‘EO E’xcvc m lEC name

of the Son of God, that you may know that you
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1n us, because he has given us of his own Spint

14 And we have seen and testify that the Father

has sent his Son as the Savior of the world
Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God,
God abides in him, and he in God. 76 So we
know and believe the love God has for us. God
15 love, and he who abides in love abides in

15

God, and God abides in him

have eternal life. /7 And this 1s the confidence
which we have in him, that if we ask anything
according to his will he hears us. /5 And if we
know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we
know that we have obtained the requests made
of him. /6 If any one sees his brother commit-
ting what 1s not a mortal sin, he will ask, and
God will give hum life for those whose sin is not
mortal. There s sin which is mortal; I do not say
that one is to pray for that, /7 All wrongdoing is

7V By tus we ¢ thal We are o X
and reassure our hearts before lum 20 whenever our

[ Beloved, 1 am wring you no new command-
ment, but an old commandment which you had
from the beginning; the old commandment is the
word which you have heard. § Yet I am wnting
you a new commandment, which 1s true in him
and i you, because the darkness 1s passing away
and the true light is already shining. 9 He who

26 1'wnte this to you about those who would
deceive you; .7 but the anointing which you
received from him abides in you, and you have
no need that any one should teach you; as his
anointing teaches you about everything, and 15
true, and 15 no lie, just as it has taught you, abide
in him.

hearts condenn us; for God is greater than our hearts,
and he knows everything. ./ Beloved, if our hearts
do not condemn us, we have confidence before
God; .. and we recerve from him whatever we ask,
because we keep his commandments and do what
pleases hum. 23 And thus 15 us commandment, that
we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Chnst

says he 1s 1n the hight and hates his brother 15 in

and love one another, just as he has commanded us

the darkness still. /0 He who loves his brother
abides in the light, and in it there 1s no cause for
stumbling, 77 But he who hates his brother 1s
the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does
not know where he is going, because the dark-
ness has blinded his eyes

28 And now, little chuldren, abide in hum, so that
when he appears we may have confidence and
not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 29
If you know that he is righteous, you may be
sure that every one who does right is bom of
him

24 All who keep huis commandments abide in him,
and he in them. And by this we know that he abides
mus, by the Spint which he has given us

sin, but there is sin which 1s not mortal

17 Inthis 15 love perfected with us, that we may
have confidence for the day of judgment, be-
cause as he is so are we in this world. /§ There
1s no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear

18 We know that any one born of God does not
sin, but He who was bom of God keeps him,
and the evil one does not touch him

For fear has to do with punishment, and he who
fears is not perfected in love. /9 We love, be-
cause he first loved us, 24 If any one says, I
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world 15 1n the power of the evil one

love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for

he who does not love his brother whom he has
seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen
21 And this commandment we have from him,
that he who loves God should love his brother

:kl\

20 And we know that the Son of God has come
and has given us understanding, to know him
who is true; and we are in him who 15 true, in
his Son Jesus Chnist, This 15 the true God and
eternal life. 2/ Little children, keep yourselves

1 John
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1 JN 4.13-16

1:1 That which was from the beginning, which
we have heard, which we have seen with our
eves, which we have looked upon and touched
with our hands. concerning the word of life—2
the life was made manifest, and we saw it, and
testify to it, and proclaim to you the eternal
life which was with the Father and was made
manifest to us—3 that which we have seen and
heard we proclaim also to you, so that you may
have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.
4 And we are writing this that our joy may be
complete.

5 This is the message we have heard from him
and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him
is no darkness at all. 6 If we say we have fel-
lowship with him while we walk in darkness, we
lie and do not live according to the truth; 7 but
if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the blood
of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. § If we
say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and
the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 17 If we
say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and
his word is not in us.

2:1 My little children, I am writing this to you so
that you may not sin; but if any one does sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ
the righteous; 2 and he is the expiation for our
sins. and not for ours only but also for the sins of
the whole world.

3 And by this we may be sure that we know him,
if we keep his commandments. 4 He who says
“I know him” but disobeys his commandments
is a liar, and the truth is not in him; 5 but who-
ever keeps his word, in him truly love for God
is perfected. By this we may be sure that we are
in him: ¢ he who says he abides in him ought to
walk in the same way in which he walked.

7 Beloved, I am writing you no new command-
ment, but an old commandment which you had
from the beginning; the old commandment is the
word which you have heard. & Yet I am writing
you a new commandment, which is true in him
and in you, because the darkness is passing away
and the true light is already shining. 9 He who
says he is in the light and hates his brother is in
the darkness still. 7# He who loves his brother
abides in the light, and in it there is no cause for
stumbling. /7 But he who hates his brother is in
the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does
not know where he is going, because the dark-
ness has blinded his eyes.

12 T am writing to you, little children, because
your sins are forgiven for his sake. /3 I am
writing to you, fathers, because you know him
who is from the beginning. I am writing to you,
)'l)ll.'ﬂg men, because ).’Dl.l have overcome the
evil one. I write to you, children, because you
know the Father. 74 I write to vou, fathers,
because you know him who is from the begin-
ning. I write to you, young men, because you
are strong, and the word of God abides in you,
and you have overcome the evil one.

15 Do not love the world or the things in the
world. If any one loves the world, love for the
Father is not in him. 76 For all that is in the
world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the
eyes and the pride of life, is not of the Father but
is of the world. 17 And the world passes away,
and the lust of it; but he who does the will of
God abides for ever.

[8 Children, it is the last hour; and as you have
heard that antichrist is coming, so now many
antichrists have come; therefore we know that
it is the last hour. 79 They went out from us,
but they were not of us; for if they had been of’
us, they would have continued with us; but they
went out, that it might be plain that they all are
not of us.

20 But you have been anointed by the Holy
One, and you all know. 27 I write to you. not
because you do not know the truth, but because
you know it, and know that no lie is of the truth.
22 Who is the lar but he who denies that Je-
sus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who
denies the Father and the Son, 23 No one who
denies the Son has the Father. He who confesses
the Son has the Father also. 24 Let what you
heard from the beginning abide in you. If what
you heard from the beginning abides in you,
then you will abide in the Son and in the Father.
25 And this is what he has promised us, eternal
life.

26 1 write this to you about those who would
deceive you; 27 but the anointing which you
received from him abides in you, and you have
no need that any one should teach you; as his
anointing teaches you about everything, and is
true, and is no lie, just as it has taught you, abide
m him.

28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that
when he appears we may have confidence and
not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 29
It vou know that he is righteous, vou may be
sure that everv one who does right 1s born of’
him.

3:1 See what love the Father has given us, that we
should be called children of God; and so we are. The
reason why the world does not know us is that it did
not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s children
now; 1t does not vet appear what we shall be, but we
know that when he appears we shall be like him, for
we shall see him as he is. 3 And every one who thus
hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.

4 Every one who commits sin is guilty of lawless-
ness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he ap-
peared to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. ¢
No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has
either seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let
no one deceive you. He who does right is righteous,
as he is righteous. & He who commits sin is of the
devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning,
The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy
the works of the devil. 9 No one born of God com-
mits sin; for God’s nature abides in him, and he can-
not sin because he is bom of God. 10/ By this it may
be seen who are the children of God, and who are the
children of the devil: whoever does not do right is not
of God, nor he who does not love his brother.

11 For this is the message which you have heard
from the beginning, that we should love one another,
12 and not be like Cain who was of the evil one and
murdered his brother. And why did he murder him?
Because his own deeds were evil and his brother’s
righteous. 73 Do not wonder, brethren, that the world
hates you. /4 We know that we have passed out of
death into life, because we love the brethren. He who
does not love abides in death. 75 Any one who hates
his brother is a murderer, and you know that no mur-
derer has etemal life abiding in him. 76 By this we
know love, that he laid down his life for us; and we
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. /7 But
if any one has the world’s goods and sees his brother
in need. yet closes his heart against him, how does
God’s love abide inhim? 78 Little children, let us not
love m word or speech but in deed and in truth.

19 By this we shall know that we are of the truth,
and reassure our hearts before him 20 whenever our
hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts,
and he knows everything, 27 Beloved, if’ our hearts
do not condemn us, we have confidence before
God: 22 and we receive from him whatever we ask,
because we keep his commandments and do what
pleases him. 23 And this is his commandment, that
we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and love one another, just as he has commanded us,
24 All who keep his commandments abide in him,
and he in them. And by this we know that he abides
in us, by the Spirit which he has given us.

I John RSV

4:] Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but
test the spirits to see whether they are of God,
for many false prophets have gone out into the
world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God:
every spirit which confesses that Jesus Christ
has come in the flesh is of God, 3 and every
spirit which does not confess Jesus is not of
God. This is the spirit of antichrist. of which
you heard that it was coming, and now it is in
the world already.

4 Little children, you are of God, and have over-
come them: for he who is in you is greater than
he who is in the world. 5 They are of the world,
therefore what they say is of the world, and the
world listens to them. 6 We are of God. Who-
ever knows God listens to us, and he who is not
of God does not listen to us. By this we know
the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

7 Beloved, let us love one another; for love is
of God. and he who loves is born of God and
knows God. § He who does not love does not
know God: for God is love. 9 In this the love
of God was made manifest among us, that God
sent his only Son into the world, so that we
might live through him. 7 In this is love, not
that we loved God but that he loved us and sent
his Son to be the expiation for our sins. /7 Be-
loved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love
one another. 72 No man has ever seen God; if
we love one another, God abides in us and his
love is perfected in us,

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he
in us, because he has given us of his own Spirit.
14 And we have seen and testify that the Father
has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 75
Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God,
God abides in him, and he in God. 76 So we
know and believe the love God has for us. God
is love, and he who abides in love abides in
God, and God abides in him.

17 In this is love perfected with us, that we may
have confidence for the day of judgment. be-
cause as he is so are we in this world. 78 There
is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.
For fear has to do with punishment, and he who
fears is not perfected in love. 19 We love, be-
cause he first loved us. 20 If any one says, “I
love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for
he who does not love his brother whom he has
seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.
21 And this commandment we have from him,
that he who loves God should love his brother
also.

5:7 Every one who believes that Jesus is the
Christ is a child of God. and every one who
loves the parent loves the child. 2 By this we
know that we love the children of God. when
we love God and obey his commandments. 3
For this is the love of God, that we keep his
commandments. And his commandments are
not burdensome. + For whatever is born of God
overcomes the world; and this is the victory that
overcomes the world, our faith. 5 Who is 1t that
overcomes the world but he who believes that
Jesus is the Son of God?

6 This is he who came by water and blood,
Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with
the water and the blood. 7 And the Spirit is
the witness, because the Spirit is the truth. &
There are three witnesses, the Spirit, the water,
and the blood: and these three agree. 9 If we
receive the testimony of men, the testimony of
God is greater; for this is the testimony of God
that he has borne witness to his Son. /4 He who
believes in the Son of God has the testimony
in himself. He who does not believe God has
made him a liar, because he has not believed in
the testimony that God has borne to his Son. 77
And this is the testimony, that God gave us eter-
nal life, and this life is in his Son. 72 He who
has the Son has life; he who has not the Son of
God has not life.

13 I write this to you who believe in the name
of the Son of God. that you may know that you
have eternal life. 7+ And this is the confidence
which we have in him, that if we ask anything
according to his will he hears us. 75 And if we
know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we
know that we have obtained the requests made
of him. 16 If any one sees his brother commit-
ting what is not a mortal sin, he will ask, and
God will give him life for those whose sin is not
mortal. There 1s sin which 1s mortal; I do not say
that one is to pray for that. / 7 All wrongdoing is
sin, but there is sin which is not mortal.

18 We know that any one born of God does not
sin, but He who was bormn of God keeps him,
and the evil one does not touch him.

19 We know that we are of God, and the whole
world is in the power of the evil one.

210 And we know that the Son of God has come
and has given us understanding, to know him
who is true: and we are in him who is true, in
his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and
eternal life. 27 Little children, keep yourselves
from idols.
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13 By this we know that we abide in him and he
In us, because he has given us of his own Spirit.
14 And we have seen and testify that the Father
has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15
Whoever confesses that Jesus Is the Son of God,
God abides in him, and he in God. 16 So we
know and believe the love God has for us. God Is
love, and he who abides In love abides In
God, and God abides In him.

Who?  What? Why?  Where? When? How?

4:13-16
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Living in Oneness with Christ: Insights
and Encouragements

Sabbath Rest Session 221 revolves around a spiritual study of First
John Chapter 4 verses13 through16, focusing on God's love, the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and the assurance of eternal life. It begins
with a prayer of gratitude for the opportunity to gather and learn,
emphasizing the transformative power of God's love and the believer's
identity in Christ. Participants are encouraged to grow in spiritual
maturity, express God's love to others, and embrace their oneness with
Christ. The discussion reviews previous insights, highlighting the
importance of experiential knowledge over mere intellectual
understanding. Directives are given to actively cultivate a deeper
understanding of one's identity in Christ and to manifest God's wisdom
and character in daily life. The session stresses the necessity of
participating in God's love for transformation, urging believers to hold
firm to their faith, trusting in the indwelling Holy Spirit, and to live
confidently as God's children. The study also involves reviewing
themes, topics, concepts, exhortations, and encouragements to deepen
spiritual understanding and experience of God's love.



https://youtu.be/stRFmaxlu4Y

This structured approach to the session's content provides
These points capture the main themes, topics, concepts, directives,

a comprehensive overview of the theological insights and
practical applications discussed, aimed at deepening our

exhortations, and encouragements presented in the SR 221 transcript.

faith and understanding.

Main Themes
God's Love and Fellowship:

The session emphasizes understanding and experiencing God's love, which originates
from God and should be manifested through believers. This love is transformative
and is a central theme in the epistle of 1 John.

Assurance of Eternal Life:

Eternal life is presented not just as a future promise but as a present reality
experienced through the indwelling of God's Spirit. This assurance is foundational for
believers' confidence in their identity as God's children.

Indwelling of the Holy Spirit:

The Holy Spirit's presence is highlighted as crucial for the believer's identity and
spiritual life. The Spirit provides assurance, testifies to God's love, and guides
believers into all truth.

Key Concepts
Experiential Knowledge:

The session stresses moving beyond mere intellectual understanding to experiential
knowledge of God's love and presence. This involves personally knowing God and
experiencing His love in a tangible way.

Transformation Through God's Love:

The transformative power of God's love is emphasized, urging believers to participate
in this love to experience continuous transformation from glory to glory.

Witness and Testimony:

Believers are called to testify to the reality of God's love and the truth of the gospel,
demonstrating the transformative impact of God's love in their lives.

Directives and Exhortations
Cultivate Understanding:

Believers are urged to cultivate a deeper understanding of their identity in Christ and to grow
continuously in spiritual maturity.

Express God's Love:

Actively expressing God's love to others from a place of self-awareness is encouraged, highlighting the
importance of being effective witnesses in daily life.

Manifest God's Wisdom and Character:

The session encourages believers to manifest God's wisdom and character in their daily lives, allowing
God's love to transform every aspect of their being.

Encouragements
Confidence in God's Presence:

Believers are encouraged to have confidence in the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, which
provides assurance of salvation and a secure identity in Christ.

Joyful Participation:

The session encourages believers to participate joyfully in God's created order, seeking opportunities
to express God's love and wisdom in their interactions with the world.

Prayer and Reflection:

The significance of using prayer and reflection as tools to deepen one's understanding and awareness
of God's presence is emphasized. Believers are encouraged to engage in prayer that reflects the
themes and insights gained from their study of Scripture.



Prayer: Our Bible study session SR 221

The themes and prayer focuses provide a structured way for participants

to engage with the spiritual insights from the session and apply them in
their personal prayer life.

1. Gratitude for God's Love and Fellowship

Description: The session emphasizes the importance of experiencing and expressing gratitude for
God's love and fellowship. Participants are reminded of the transformative power of this love and
how it permeates every aspect of their lives.

Prayer Focus: Participants can begin their prayers by thanking God for the opportunity to
experience His love and fellowship. They can express gratitude for the assurance of His presence
and the joy that comes from knowing they are loved by God.

Suggested Prayer: "Father, we thank You for Your unfailing love and the fellowship we share with You.
We are grateful for the transformative power of Your love in our lives and for the assurance of Your
presence within us. Help us to continually express this gratitude in all that we do."

2. Assurance of Eternal Life

Description: The study stresses the present reality of eternal life through the indwelling of God's
Spirit. This assurance is vital for believers to live confidently as God's children.

Prayer Focus: Participants can pray for a deeper understanding of their eternal life in Christ. They
can ask the Holy Spirit to strengthen their assurance and help them live with the confidence that
comes from being God's children.

Suggested Prayer: "Lord, we seek a deeper understanding of the eternal life You have given us.
Strengthen our assurance of this truth through Your Holy Spirit, and help us to live confidently as Your
children, reflecting Your love and grace to those around us."

3. Identity in Christ

Description: Recognizing and embracing one's identity in Christ is highlighted as crucial for
spiritual maturity and growth. The session discusses the importance of understanding that God's
love and life now reside within believers.

Prayer Focus: Participants can pray for a deeper revelation of their identity in Christ. They can ask
God for the strength to fully embrace this identity and to live in a way that reflects His wisdom
and character.

Suggested Prayer: "Heavenly Father, reveal to us the fullness of our identity in Christ. Help us to embrace
this truth wholeheartedly and to live in a way that reflects Your wisdom, character, and love in every
aspect of our lives."

This structured approach to the session's content provides
a comprehensive overview of the theological insights and
practical applications discussed, aimed at deepening our
faith and understanding.

4. Indwelling of the Holy Spirit

. Description: The Holy Spirit's role as the foundation of a believer's identity and spiritual life is emphasized. The Spirit provides
assurance, guidance, and the ability to manifest divine love.

° Prayer Focus: Participants can pray for an increased awareness of the Holy Spirit's presence within them. They can ask for guidance
in allowing the Spirit to lead them into all truth and to transform them from glory to glory.

Suggested Prayer: "Spirit of the Living God, we ask for a heightened awareness of Your presence within us. Guide us into all truth and
transform us daily, so that our lives may reflect Your glory and bring honor to Your name."

5. Experiential Knowledge of God's Love

° Description: The session encourages moving beyond intellectual understanding to experiential knowledge of God's love. This
involves seeking personal experiences that deepen one's relationship with God.

° Prayer Focus: Participants can pray for the ability to experience God's love in a tangible way. They can ask God to reveal Himself in
personal and profound ways that deepen their relationship with Him.

Suggested Prayer: "Lord, we long to know You more intimately. Help us move beyond mere knowledge to a deep, experiential understanding
of Your love. Reveal Yourself to us in new and personal ways, that we may grow closer to You each day."

6. Expressing God's Love to Others

. Description: Actively expressing God's love to others is encouraged as a key aspect of Christian living. This involves being an effective
witness and testimony to God's love in the community.

. Prayer Focus: Participants can pray for opportunities to express God's love to those around them. They can seek guidance on how to
be effective witnesses of God's love and to demonstrate it in practical ways in their daily interactions.

Suggested Prayer: "Father, open our eyes to the opportunities around us to express Your love to others. Guide us in being effective witnesses
of Your love, and give us the courage to demonstrate it in our words, actions, and attitudes towards those we encounter."

7. Transformation and Growth in Spiritual Maturity

L] Description: The session emphasizes the need for continuous transformation and growth in spiritual maturity. This is achieved
through cultivating a deeper understanding of one's identity in Christ and manifesting God's character.

° Prayer Focus: Participants can pray for ongoing transformation in their lives. They can ask the Holy Spirit to help them grow in
spiritual maturity and to cultivate a deeper understanding of their identity in Christ.

Suggested Prayer: "Lord, we ask for Your transformative power to work within us continuously. Help us to grow in spiritual maturity, to
understand more fully who we are in Christ, and to live lives that reflect Your character and love."



2Ti 3:16 All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in
righteousness: 17 That the man of
God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works.(KJV)
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1:7 That which was from the beginning, which
we have heard. which we have seen with our
eyes, which we have looked upon and touched

wifh our hands. concerning the word of life—7
Iﬁ and we saw it, and

testify to it proclaim te you the eternal
life which was with the Father and was made
manifest to us—3 that which we have seen and
heard we proclaim also to you, so that you may
have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.
4 And we are writing this that our joy may be
complete.

5 This 1s the message we have heard from him
and proclaim to you, tha in him
is no darkness at all. 4 If we say we have fel-
lowship with him while we walk in darkness, we
lie and do not live according to the truth; 7 but
if we walk in the light as he is in the light we
have fellowship with one another, and the blood
of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. § If we
say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and
the truth 15 not inus. 9 If we confess our sins. he
15 faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we
say we have not sinned. we make him a liar. and
his word 1s not in us.

27 My little children. I am writing this to vou so
but if any one does sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ
the righteous; 2 and he 1s the expiation for our
sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of
the whole world.

7 And by this we may be sure that we know him,
if we keep his commandments. 4 He who says
“T know him™ but disobeys his commandments
is a liar, and the truth is not in him: 5 but who-

ever keeps his wor
ﬂBy this we may
in him: & he who says he abides in him ought to
walk in the same way in which he walked.

sure that we are

7 Beloved, I am writing vou no new command-
ment, but an old commandment which you had
from the beginning; the old commandment is the
word which vou have heard. § Yet I am writing
you a new commandment, which is true in him
and in you. because the darkness is passing away
and the true light is already shining. ? He who
says he is in the light and hates his brother is in
the darkness still. /¢ He who loves his brother
abides i the light. and in it there is no cause for
stumbling. /7 But he who

d does
not know w. e 15 going. because the dark-
ness has blinded his eyes.

o
| 28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that

12 1 am writing to you, little children, because
your FSHERENORORERRTORNSREE -

am writing to you, fathers, because you know
him who is from the beginning. | am writing to
ou, young men, because ﬂ
|H the evil one. | write to you,
children, because you know the Father. 14 |

write to you, fathers, because you know him
who is from the beginning. | write to you,

oung men, because you are strong, and the
, and you have

overcome the evil one.

15 Do not love the world or the things in the
world. If any one loves the world,
.is not in him. 16 For

the lust of the flesh and the lust of the
eyes and the pride of life, is lOTOfthe Fatheribut

is of the world. 17 And the world passes away,
and the lust of it; but ﬂ
God abides for ever.

15 CHhildrer, IMSHRENESIRG0E: 2nd as you have

heard that antichrist is coming, so now many
; therefore we know that
it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us,
but they were not of us; for if they had been of
us, they would have continued with us; but they
went out, that it might be plain that they all are
not of us.

20 But you have been anointed by the Holy
One, and you all know. 21 | write to you, not
because you do not know the truth, but because
you know it, and know that no lie is of the truth.
22 Who is the liar but he who denies that Je-
sus is the Christ? This is the

23 No one who
denies the Son has the Father. He
24 Let what you
heard from the beginning abide in you. If

what you heard from the beginning abides in
ou, e you wil ASTEEANAGISERHANANEE
25 And this is what he has promised us,
eternal life.
26 | write this to you about those who would
deceive you; 27 but the anointing which you
received from him abides in you, and you have
no need that any one should teach you; as his
anointing teaches you about everything, and is
true, and is no lie, just as it has taught you, abide
in him.

when he appears we may have confidence and

3:1 See what love the Father has given us, that we
should be called children of God; and so we are. The
reason why the world does not know us is that it did
not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s children
now; it does not yet appear what we shall be, but we
know that when he appears we shall be like him, for
we shall see him as he is. 3 And every one who thus
hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.

ness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he ap-
peared to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6
No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has
either seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let
no one deceive you. He who does right is righteous,
as he is righteous. 8 He who commits sin is of the
devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning.
The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy
the works of the devil. 9 No one bom of God com-
mits sin; for God’s nature abides in him, and he can-
not sin because he is born of God. 10 By this it may
be seen who are the children of God, and who are the
children of the devil: whoever does not do right is not

4 Every one who commits sin is guilty of lawless-

of God, nor he who does not love his brother.

11 For this is the message which you have hea
from the beginning, that we should love one anothe
12 and not be like Cain who was of the EIIlIBIE an
murdered his brother. And why did he murder hi
Because his own deeds were evil and his brother
righteous. 13 Do not wonder, brethren, that the worl
hates you. 14 \We know that we have passed out
death into life, because we love the brethren. He wh
does not love abides in death. 15 Any one who hat
his brother is a murderer, and you know that no mul
derer has eternal life abiding in him. 16 By this
know love, that he laid down his life for us; and

if any one has the world’s goods and sees his brothe
in need, yet closes his heart against him, how doe

19 By this we shall know that we are of the
truth, and reassure our hearts before him 20
for God is
greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.
21 Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we
have confidence before God; 22 and we receive
from him whatever we ask, because
. 23
And this is his commandment, that we should
believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and
love one another, just as he has commanded us.

not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 29
If you know that he is righteous,
-‘ that every one who does right is

24 All who keep his commandments abide in
him, and he in them. And by this we know that
which he has given

ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17 But| God abides in him, and he in God. 16 So we

God’s love abide in him? 18 Little children, let us nI God, and God abides in him.

11S

4:1 Beloved, [N
test the spirits to see whether they are of God;
for many false prophets have gone out into the
world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God:
every spirit which confesses that Jesus Christ
has come in the flesh is of God, 3 and every
spirit which does not confess Jesus is not of
God. This is the , of which
you heard that it was coming, and now it is in
the world already.

/ Little children, JRnRseroRert, and have over-
come them; for he who is in you is greater than
he who is in the world. 5 JUISENERI Rl
therefore what they say is of the world, and the
orld listens to them. 6 We are of God. Who-
ver knows God listens to us, and he who is no
f God does not listen to us. B

o eles eIl e who loves is born of God and
FEEEE. 8 He who does not love does not
know God; for God is love. 9 In this the love
of God was made manifest among us, that God
sent his only Son into the world, so that we
might live through him. 10 In this is love, not
that we loved God but that he loved us and sent
his Son to be the expiation for our sins. 11 Be-
loved, if God so loved us, we also

12 No man has ever seen God; if
we love one another, God abides in us and his

love is Eerfected in us.

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he
in us, because he has given us of his own Spirit.
14 And we have seen and testify that the Father
has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15
Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God,

know and believe the love God has for us. God
is love, and he who abides in love abides in
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13 By this we know that we abide in him and he Bullets

In us, because he has given us of his own Spirit. v Own Words Summary Phrases
14 And we have seen and testify that the Father

has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15 |

Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God,

God abides in him, and he in God. 16 So we v
know and believe the love God has for us. God is

love, and he who abides in love abides In

God, and God abides in him.

What | Have Learned, New Knowledge or

Expanded Applications
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v Knowing God’s Will Praying In Faith
Quad Relationships
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The Same Or Similar Truth From A Different
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13 By this we know that we abide in him and he Mains
In us, because he has given us of his own Spirit.
14 And we have seen and testify that the Father
has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15
Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God,
God abides in him, and he in God. 16 So we Bullets
know and believe the love God has for us. God is

He has given us of own Spirit

love, and he who abides in love abides iIn
God, and God abides in him.
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13 By this we know that we abide in him and he
In us, because he has given us of his own Spirit.
14 And we have seen and testify that the Father
has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15

Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God,
God abides in him, and he in God. 16 So we
know and believe the love God has for us. God is
love, and he who abides In love abides In
God, and God abides in him.
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14 And we have seen and testify that the Father

has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15

Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God
God abides In him, and he In God. 16
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God, and God abides in him.
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13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in
us, because he has given us of his own Spirit. 14
And we have seen and testify that the Father has

1 JN 4.1 3-16 sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15

Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God,

God abides in him, and he in God. 16 So we
know and believe the love God has for us. God is
love, and he who abides in love abides in God,
and God abides in him.

e Abiding in God: The passage emphasizes that believers know they abide in
God and He in them because He has given them His Spirit.

e Testimony of Jesus as Savior: It highlights the testimony that the Father has
sent His Son, Jesus, as the Savior of the world.

e Confession of Jesus as the Son of God: It states that whoever confesses Jesus
as the Son of God, God abides in them, and they in God.

e God's Love: The passage concludes with the affirmation that God is love, and
those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.
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in us, because he has given us of his own Spirit.
/4 And we have seen and testify that the Father
has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 75 Bullets
Whoever confesses that Jesus 1s the Son of God
God abides 1n him, and he in God. 76 Bullets Notes Here

know and believe the love God has for us. God is

love, and he who abides 1mn love abides in
God, and God abides 1n him.
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in us, because he has given us of his own Spirit.
/4 And we have seen and testify that the Father
has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 75 Bullets
Whoever confesses that Jesus 1s the Son of God
God abides 1n him, and he in God. 76 Bullets Notes Here

know and believe the love God has for us. God is

love, and he who abides 1mn love abides in
God, and God abides 1n him.
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Whoever confesses that Jesus 1s the Son of God
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13 B RSENONMIAENERIBE n him and he

in us, because he has given us of his own Spirit.
/4 And we have seen and testify that the Father

has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 75
Whoever confesses that Jesus i1s the Son of God
God abides in him, and he in God. 76

know and believe the love God has for us. God s

love, and he who abides 1mn love abides i1n
God, and God abides 1n him.
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in him and he
in us, because he has given us of his own Spirit.
14 And we have seen and testify that the Father
has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 75

Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God,|
God abides 1n him, and he in God.

. God 15
love, and he who abides 1mn love abides in
God, and God abides 1in him.
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in us, because he has given us of his own Spirit.
/4 And we have seen and testify that the Father

has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 75

Whoever confesses that Jesus i1s the Son of God
GOd abldeS 11’1 hlm al’ld he 1n GOd. 16 |nsights Notes Here

know and believe the love God has for us. God s

love, and he who abides 1mn love abides i1n
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in us, because he has given us of his own Spirit.
/4 And we have seen and testify that the Father
has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 75
Whoever confesses that Jesus 1s the Son of God
God abides in him, and he in God. 76

. God 15
love, and he who abides 1 love abides in
God, and God abides 1n him.
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13 min him and he
in us, because he has given us of his own Spirit.
14 And we have seen and testify that the Father
has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 75

God abides in him, and he in God. 76

. God 158
love, and he who abides in love abides in
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From Bullets to Insights

Please describe how the four bullet points relate to the main

topic of the paragraph.

C I
"By this we know that we abide": This point emphasizes the assurance believers have in their
relationship with God. It reflects the theme of mutual abiding, as stated in 1 John 4:13, which mentions
that believers know they abide in God because He has given them His Spirit.

AU 4

6, I
"And we have seen and testify": This supports the theme by highlighting the role of witness and
testimony in the believer's life. In 1 John 4:14, the passage states that believers testify that the Father
sent His Son as the Savior of the world. This testimony is a crucial part of the believer's connection to

\God and reinforces their abiding relationship. y

>
"Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God": This point underscores the importance of confession

in the abiding relationship. According to 1 John 4:15, confessing Jesus as the Son of God is a condition

for God abiding in the believer and vice versa. This confession is a declaration of faith that solidifies the

mutual indwelling.

"We know and believe the love God has for us": This emphasizes the central role of love in the
relationship between God and believers. 1 John 4:16 states that knowing and believing in God's love is
foundational to abiding in Him. The passage concludes by affirming that God is love, and those who
abide in love abide in God, further reinforcing the theme of mutual abiding through love.

Overall, these points collectively illustrate the core message of 1 John 4:13-16, which is the intimate and
reciprocal relationship between believers and God, made possible through the Holy Spirit, faith in Jesus,
and divine love.

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in

us, because he has given us of his own Spirit. 14
And we have seen and testify that the Father has
sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15
Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God,
God abides in him, and he in God. 16 So we
know and believe the love God has for us. God is
love, and he who abides in love abides in God,
and God abides in him.



1JN
By this we know that we abide

in him and he
in us, because he has given us of his own Spirit.
14 And we have seen and testify that the Father
has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 75
Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God
God abides in him, and he in God. 76

. God 18
love, and he who abides in love abides in
God, and God abides in him.

\\\

He is the very substance of my LIFE therefore
| know | abide.

John’s encouraging me to: trust and rely
upon His PERSON in me.

\

How does John
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of the above In 1
John?
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- belief/faith of the Believer?
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Developing INSIGHTS

Please give a presentation of the rationale and reasoning that the author

John used to declare verse 14 of 1 JN 4.13-16. Use all of 1 John as the

And we have seen and testi

overall context and 1 JN 4.13-16 as the developed focus.

Context from 1 John Chapters 1-5
Theological Foundations

1. Incarnation and of Manifestation Life John begins his epistle
by emphasizing the tangible reality of Jesus Christ, who was
"from the beginning" and was "seen," "heard," and "touched" (1
John 1:1-3). This underscores the incarnation as a foundational
truth, which is crucial for understanding the subsequent
declarations about Jesus as the Savior.

2. Fellowship with God A major theme in 1 John is the idea of
fellowship with God and with one another (1 John 1:3). This
fellowship is predicated on walking in the light, confessing sins,
and adhering to God's commandments (1 John 1:5-7, 2:3-6).

3. Love and Truth John repeatedly emphasizes love as a central
commandment and the true mark of a believer (1 John 2:7-11,
3:11-18). Love is not merely an emotion but an action that
reflects the nature of God, who is love (1 John 4:8).

4. Confession of Jesus as the Christ The epistle stresses the
importance of confessing Jesus as the Christ and the Son of God.
This confession is a test of true belief and fellowship with God (1
John 2:22-23, 4:2-3).

5. Victory over the World Belief in Jesus as the Son of God is

portrayed as the victory that overcomes the world (1 John 5:4-5).

This victory is linked to the testimony of God concerning His Son
(1 John 5:9-12).

Focus from 1 John 4:13-16

Verse 14: "And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world."

1. Eyewitness Testimony In verse 14, John asserts the apostolic testimony concerning Jesus. This is not a new concept but a continuation of the theme
introduced in the opening of the epistle (1 John 1:1-2). The use of "we have seen and testify" emphasizes the credibility and authority of the apostolic witness.

2. Divine Mission The declaration that "the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world" encapsulates the core of the Christian gospel. It reflects the
divine initiative in salvation, aligning with the broader biblical narrative of God's redemptive plan (John 3:16).

3. Universal Scope By stating that Jesus is the "Savior of the world," John underscores the universal scope of Christ's salvific work. This aligns with the inclusive
nature of the gospel message, which is intended for all humanity, not just a specific group.

4. Connection to Love and Abiding This verse is strategically placed within a passage that discusses abiding in God through love (1 John 4:13-16). The
recognition of Jesus as Savior is intrinsically linked to experiencing and manifesting God's love. Those who confess Jesus as the Son of God abide in God and His
love (1 John 4:15-16).

Rationale and Reasoning

Consistency with Apostolic Witness John's declaration in verse 14 is consistent with the apostolic witness and teachings found throughout the New Testament.
It reinforces the historical and theological claims about Jesus' identity and mission.

Integration with Themes of Love and Truth The assertion of Jesus as Savior is not isolated but integrated with the overarching themes of love and truth. This
integration highlights the transformative power of recognizing Jesus' divine mission, which leads to a life characterized by love and truth.

Encouragement for Believers By affirming Jesus as the Savior, John provides assurance and encouragement to believers, reinforcing their faith and the
authenticity of their spiritual experience. This assurance is vital for maintaining fellowship with God and with one another.

In conclusion, John's declaration in verse 14 is a pivotal affirmation of the Christian faith, rooted in the apostolic testimony and aligned with the broader
theological themes of love, truth, and fellowship with God. This verse serves as a cornerstone for understanding the nature of Jesus' mission and its implications
for believers.
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To understand the rationale and reasoning behind John's declaration in 1 John 4:15, Developing INSIGHTS
\Whoever confesses that Jesus

we need to consider both the immediate context of chapter 4 and the broader themes
of the entire epistle. Let's examine this verse: "Whoever confesses that Jesus is the
Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God." (1 John 4:15) John's rationale for this
statement can be understood through several key points:

1. The centrality of Jesus Christ: 1. God's love as the foundation:
Throughout the epistle, John emphasizes the importance of believing The immediate context (verses 7-16) focuses on God's love. John argues that
in Jesus as the Son of God. This is a foundational truth of Christian God's love was manifested in sending His Son, and that those who abide in
faith. In 1 John 2:22-23, he states that denying Jesus as the Christ is love abide in God. The confession of Jesus as God's Son is intrinsically linked
characteristic of the antichrist, while confessing the Son means having to experiencing and abiding in God's love.

the Father also.
2. Overcoming the world and false spirits:

2. The concept of "abiding": Earlier in chapter 4, John discusses testing the spirits and overcoming false
The idea of "abiding" or "remaining” in God is a recurring theme in 1 prophets. The confession of Jesus as the Son of God is presented as a key
John. It signifies a deep, ongoing relationship with God. John uses this test for discerning true faith (1 John 4:1-3).
concept to describe the intimate connection between believers and
God (1 John 2:24, 3:24). 3. Assurance of salvation:

Throughout the letter, John provides tests of authentic faith to assure

3. Therole of the Holy Spirit: believers of their salvation. Confessing Jesus as the Son of God is one such

In verse 13 of chapter 4, John mentions that God has given believers test, giving confidence to believers about their relationship with God.

His Spirit. This indwelling of the Spirit is seen as evidence of the

mutual abiding between God and believers. In conclusion, John's rationale for verse 15 is deeply rooted in his understanding

of the nature of God, the person of Jesus Christ, and the experience of Christian

4. The importance of confession: faith. He sees the confession of Jesus as the Son of God as a crucial indicator of
John places great emphasis on the act of confessing Jesus as the Son of genuine faith, which results in a mutual indwelling relationship with God. This
God. This is not merely a verbal acknowledgment but a heartfelt belief confession is not isolated but is connected to experiencing God's love, receiving
that affects one's entire life. It's a public declaration of faith that aligns the Holy Spirit, and living out the Christian life in obedience and love towards
with the truth John and the apostles have witnessed and testified to (1 others.

John 1:1-3).



How does verse 15in 1 JN 4.13 - 16 relate to the overall theme of 1 JN 4.13 - 16?

Verse 15in 1 JN 4.13 - 16 states: "Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of

Developing INSIGHTS
\Whoever confesses that Jesus

God, God abides in him, and he in God." This verse relates significantly to the

overall theme of the entire epistle of 1 John in several key-ways:

Christology: The confession of Jesus as the Son of God is a central theme
throughout 1 John. This verse reinforces the importance of correct belief
about Jesus' identity, which is emphasized from the very beginning of the
letter (1 John 1:1-3) and throughout (e.g., 2:22-23, 4:2-3, 5:1,5).

Abiding in God: The concept of "abiding" or "remaining" in God is a
recurring motif in 1 John. This verse directly connects the confession of
faith with the mutual indwelling of God and the believer, which is
mentioned multiple times in the letter (e.g., 2:24, 3:24, 4:13).

Assurance of faith: One of the main purposes of 1 John is to provide
believers with assurance of their salvation. Verse 15 offers a clear test of
authentic faith - the confession of Jesus as the Son of God - which aligns
with other tests mentioned in the letter (e.g., obedience, love for others).

Contrast with false teachers: The epistle frequently warns against false
teachers and antichrists who deny Jesus' true nature. This verse implicitly
contrasts true believers who confess Jesus as the Son of God with those
who deny this truth (as mentioned in 2:22-23 and 4:2-3).

Connection to love: While not explicitly mentioned in verse 15, the
surrounding context (verses 13-16) links this confession of faith with
God's love. This connection between faith in Jesus and love is a major
theme throughout the epistle (e.g., 3:23, 4:7-12).

The role of the Spirit: Verse 13 mentions the Spirit's role in assuring
believers of their relationship with God. This ties into the broader
theme of the Spirit's work in believers' lives, which is touched upon
several times in the letter (e.g., 2:20,27, 3:24, 4:2).

Testimony and witness: The apostolic testimony about Jesus, mentioned
in verse 14, echoes the opening of the letter (1:1-3) and underscores the
importance of the eyewitness accounts of Jesus' life and ministry.

In summary, verse 15 encapsulates many of the key themes running
through 1 John: the true identity of Jesus, the believer's relationship
with God, the assurance of salvation, the contrast with false teaching,
and the interconnection of faith, love, and the Spirit's work. This verse
serves as a concise summary of the letter's main theological points and
practical exhortations.
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The Segway component to the Quad

C1iohn WHY

* What is your overall aim and goal in
presenting/introducing/’speaking to us ‘the
ETERNAL LIFE’ in the context this epistle?

* What are the central and key things you confirm
and what are they meant to accomplish or
establish in us?

* Give a listing and explain each one.

* In Quad relationships use the list to take into
context how each Quad Epistle presents and builds
upon each one.

* This is all directed toward bringing unto maturity
the faith/heart and Experience of the child of God
in the ‘joy of Being’ = co-participation.
God/Son/Child in the full expression and freedom
of BEING in PERSON.
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Shared Topics and Concepts in "Galatians" and "1 John 4.13-16"
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TB Goal Building

7 And by this we may be sure that we kniow him,

if we keep his commandments. 4 He who says

Chap 2

the whole world.

271 My little children, L am writing this to you 50
that you may not sin; but if any one does sin, we
have an advocate with the Falfer, Jesus Christ
the righteous; 2 and he is the expiation for our
sins, and net for ours caly but also for the sins of

“T know him™ but disobeys his commandments
is a liar, and the truth is not in him; 5 but who-
ever keeps his word, in him truly love for God
is perfected. By this we may be sure that we are
in him: £ he wha says he abides in him ought to
walk 1n the

same way in which he walked,

11 That which was from the beginning, which
ve have heard, which we have seen with cur
eyes, which we have looked upon and touched
vith our hands, concerning the word of life—2
jthe life was made manifest, and we saw it, and
ftestify to it, and proclaim to you the eternal
Chap q |iife which vwas with the Father and was made
jmanifest to us—3 that which we have seen and
iheard we proclaim also to you, so that you may
fhave fellowship with us: and our fellowship i
vith the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.
4 And we are writing this that our joy may be
complete_

] 15 the message we Dave Dear

and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him
is no darkness at all £ If we say we have fel-
lowship with him while we walk in darkness, we
lie and do not live according to the truth; 7but
if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the blood
of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. § If we
say we have 1o sin, we deceive ourselves, and
the truth iz not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and jost, and will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we
say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and
e

s

" Beloved, I am writing you no new command-
ment, but an old commandment which you had
from the beginning; the cld commandment is the
'word which you have heard. 8 Yet [ am writing
you a new commandment which is true in him
and in you, because the darkness is passing away
and the true light is already shining. 9 He who
says he is in the light and hates his brother is in
the darkness still. 10 He who loves his brother
abides in the light, and in it there 15 no cause for
stumbling. 11 But he who hates his brother is in
the darkmess and walks in the darkness, and does
ot know where he i going. because the dark-
mess has blinded his exes

1 John RSV

Thou%ht
Blocks




* The question is:

* The question is:




Chap 1

TB Goal Building

Chap 2

2:1 My little children, I am writing this to you so
that you may not sin; but if any one does sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ
the righteous; 2 and he is the expiation for our
sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of
the whole world.

3 And by this we may be sure that we know him,
if we keep his commandments. 4 He who says
“l know him” but disobeys his commandments
is a liar, and the truth is not in him; 5 but who-
ever keeps his word, in him truly love for God
is perfected. By this we may be sure that we are
in him: 6 he who says he abides in him ought to

7 Beloved, | am writing you no new command-
ment, but an old commandment which you had
from the beginning; the old commandment is the
word which you have heard. 8 Yet | am writing
you a new commandment, which is true in him
and in you, because the darkness is passing away
and the true light is already shining. 9 He who
says he is in the light and hates his brother is in
the darkness still. 10 He who loves his brother
abides in the light, and in it there is no cause for
stumbling. 11 But he who hates his brother is in
the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does
not know where he is going, because the dark-

walk.in the same wav in which he walked. __|

1:1 That which was from the beginning, which

we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we have looked upon and touched
with our hands, concerning the word of life—2
the life was made manifest, and we saw it, and
testify to it, and proclaim to you the eternal
life which was with the Father and was made
manifest to us—3 that which we have seen and
heard we proclaim also to you, so that you may
have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.
4 And we are writing this that our joy may be
complete.

5 This 1s the message we have heard from him
and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him
is no darkness at all. 6 If we say we have fel-
lowship with him while we walk in darkness, we
lie and do not live according to the truth; 7 but
if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the blood
of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we
say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and
the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we
say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and

Loissuord icnot o us
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What is the Group?
What is the Focus?

What is the Goal?

Where does it Originate?
What is the Dynamic?
What is the Culmination?

What is the Vindication of God’s Name?

The culmination is the end point or final stage of something you've
been working toward or something that's been building up.

Quad Summary of 1 Jn 4.7-12




[ Hebrews ] [ Ephesians ] [Cnlnssians] [ Galatians ] [ 1 John ]

What is the Group?
What is the Focus?

What is the Goal?

Where does it Originate?
What is the Dynamic?
What is the Culmination?

What is the Vindication of God’s Name?

Quad Summary of 1 Jn 4.7-12

Thoughts of NOTE

Joh 3:14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted
up: 15 That whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have eternal life. 16 For God so loved
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life. 17 For God sent not his Son
into the world to condemn the world; but that the
world through him might be saved. 18 He that
believeth on him is not condemned: but he that
believeth not is condemned already, because he
hath not believed in the name of the only begotten
Son of God.

Joh 8:28 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have
lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that |
am he, and that | do nothing of myself; but as my
Father hath taught me, | speak these things. 29
And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath
not left me alone; for | do always those things that
please him. 30 As he spake these words, many
believed on him. 31 Then said Jesus to those Jews
which believed on him, If ye continue in my word,
then are ye my disciples indeed; 32 And ye shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

The culmination is the end point or final stage of something
you've been working toward or something that's been building
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Thoughts of NOTE

7 Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of
God, and he who loves is born of God and
knows God. 8 He who does not love does not
know God; for God is love. 9 In this the love of |
God was made manifest among us, that God John’s emphasis of the experiential
sent his only Son into the world, so that we LIFE of Christ is confirmed in each of
might live through him. 10 In this is love, not the Epistles.

that we loved God but that he loved us and sent

his Son to be the expiation for our sins. 11 Be-

Stuff that makes sense for the Box

loved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love
one another. 12 No man has ever seen God; if
we love one another, God abides in us and his
love is perfected in us.

The culmination is the end point or final stage of something
Quad Summary of 1 Jn 4.7-12 you've been working toward or something that's been building




1:1 That which was from the beginning, which

we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we have looked upon and touched
with our hands, concerning the word of life—2
the life was made manifest, and we saw it, and
testify to it, and proclaim to you the eternal
life which was with the Father and was made
manifest to us—3 that which we have seen and
heard we proclaim also to you, so that you may
have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.
4 And we are writing this that our joy may be
complete.

5 This Is the message we have heard from him
and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him
is no darkness at all. 6 If we say we have fel-
lowship with him while we walk in darkness, we
lie and do not live according to the truth; 7 but
if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the blood
of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we
say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and
the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we
say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and

2:1 My little children, I am writing this to you so
that you may not sin; but if any one does sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ
the righteous; 2 and he is the expiation for our
sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of
the whole world.

3 And by this we may be sure that we know him,
if we keep his commandments. 4 He who says
“l know him” but disobeys his commandments
is a liar, and the truth is not in him; 5 but who-
ever keeps his word, in him truly love for God
is perfected. By this we may be sure that we are
in him: 6 he who says he abides in him ought to

walk in the same wav in which he walked, _

7 Beloved, | am writing you no new command-
ment, but an old commandment which you had
from the beginning; the old commandment is the
word which you have heard. 8 Yet | am writing
you a new commandment, which is true in him
and in you, because the darkness is passing away
and the true light is already shining. 9 He who
says he is in the light and hates his brother is in
the darkness still. 10 He who loves his brother
abides in the light, and in it there is no cause for
stumbling. 11 But he who hates his brother is in
the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does
not know where he is going, because the dark-

Lness.hag hlinded hiseyeg

12 1 am writing to you, little children, because
your sins are forgiven for his sake. 13 | am
writing to you, fathers, because you know him
who is from the beginning. | am writing to you,
young men, because you have overcome the
evil one. | write to you, children, because you
know the Father. 14 | write to you, fathers,
because you know him who is from the begin-
ning. | write to you, young men, because you
are strong, and the word of God abides in you,
and you have overcome the evil one.

15 Do not love the world or the things in the
world. If any one loves the world, love for the
Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the
world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the
eyes and the pride of life, is not of the Father but
is of the world. 17 And the world passes away,
and the lust of it; but he who does the will of
God abides for ever.

18 Children, it is the last hour; and as you have
heard that antichrist is coming, so now many
antichrists have come; therefore we know that
it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us,
but they were not of us; for if they had been of
us, they would have continued with us; but they
went out, that it might be plain that they all are
not of us.

20 But you have been anointed by the Holy
One, and you all know. 21 | write to you, not
because you do not know the truth, but because
you know it, and know that no lie is of the truth.
22 Who is the liar but he who denies that Je-
sus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who
denies the Father and the Son. 23 No one who
denies the Son has the Father. He who confesses
the Son has the Father also. 24 Let what you
heard from the beginning abide in you. If
what you heard from the beginning abides in
you, then you will abide in the Son and in the
Father. 25 And this is what he has promised us,
eternal life.

26 1 write this to you about those who would
deceive you; 27 but the anointing which you
received from him abides in you, and you
have no need that any one should teach you;
as his anointing teaches you about everything,
and is true, and is no lie, just as it has taught
you, abide in him.

28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that
when he appears we may have confidence and
not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 29
If you know that he is righteous, you may be
sure that every one who does right is born of
him.

3:1 See what love the Father has given us, that we
should be called children of God; and so we are. The
reason why the world does not know us is that it did
not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s children
now; it does not yet appear what we shall be, but we
know that when he appears we shall be like him, for
we shall see him as he is. 3 And every one who thus
hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.

b
4 Every one who commits sin is guilty of lawless-

ness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he ap-
peared to take away sins, and in him there is nosin. 6
No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has
either seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let
no one deceive you. He who does right is righteous,
as he is righteous. 8 He who commits sin is of the
devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning.
The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy
the works of the devil. 9 No one born of God com-
mits sin; for God’s nature abides in him, and he can-
not sin because he is born of God. 10 By this it may
be seen who are the children of God, and who are the
children of the devil: whoever does not do right is not
of God, nor he who does not love his brother.

4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but
test the spirits to see whether they are of God,;
for many false prophets have gone out into the
world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God:
every spirit which confesses that Jesus Christ
has come in the flesh is of God, 3 and every
spirit which does not confess Jesus is not of
God. This is the spirit of antichrist, of which
you heard that it was coming, and now it is in
the world already.

4 Little children, you are of God, and have over-
come them; for he who is in you is greater than
he who is in the world. 5 They are of the world,
therefore what they say is of the world, and the
world listens to them. 6 We are of God. Who-
ever knows God listens to us, and he who is not
of God does not listen to us. By this we know
the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

1 For this 1s the message which you have heard
from the beginning, that we should love one another,
12 and not be like Cain who was of the evil one and
murdered his brother. And why did he murder him?
Because his own deeds were evil and his brother’s
righteous. 13 Do not wonder, brethren, that the world
hates you. 14 We know that we have passed out of
death into life, because we love the brethren. He who
does not love abides in death. 15 Any one who hates
his brother is a murderer, and you know that no mur-
derer has eternal life abiding in him. 16 By this we
know love, that he laid down his life for us; and we
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17 But
if any one has the world’s goods and sees his brother
in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does
God’s love abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not
love inword or speech but in deed and in truth.

19 By this we shall know that we are of the truth,
and reassure our hearts before him 20 whenever our
hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts,
and he knows everything. 21 Beloved, if our hearts
do not condemn us, we have confidence before
God; 22 and we receive from him whatever we ask,
because we keep his commandments and do what
pleases him. 23 And this is his commandment, that
we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and love one another, just as he has commanded us.
24 All who keep his commandments abide in him,
and he in them. And by this we know that he abides
in us, by the Spirit which he has given us.

1 John RSV

7 Beloved, let us love one another; for love is
of God, and he who loves is born of God and
knows God. 8 He who does not love does not
know God; for God is love. 9 In this the love
of God was made manifest among us, that God
sent his only Son into the world, so that we
might live through him. 10 In this is love, not
that we loved God but that he loved us and sent
his Son to be the expiation for our sins. 11 Be-
loved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love
one another. 12 No man has ever seen God; if
we love one another, God abides in us and his
love is perfected in us.

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he
in us, because he has given us of his own Spirit.
14 And we have seen and testify that the Father
has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15
Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God,
God abides in him, and he in God. 16 So we
know and believe the love God has for us. God
is love, and he who abides in love abides in
God, and God abides in him.

17 In this is love perfected with us, that we may
have confidence for the day of judgment, be-
cause as he is so are we in this world. 18 There
is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.
For fear has to do with punishment, and he who
fears is not perfected in love. 19 We love, be-
cause he first loved us. 20 If any one says, “I
love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for
he who does not love his brother whom he has
seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.
21 And this commandment we have from him,
that he who loves God should love his brother
also.

5:1 Every one who believes that Jesus is the
Christ is a child of God, and every one who
loves the parent loves the child. 2 By this we
know that we love the children of God, when
we love God and obey his commandments. 3
For this is the love of God, that we keep his
commandments. And his commandments are
not burdensome. 4 For whatever is born of God
overcomes the world; and this is the victory that
overcomes the world, our faith. 5 Who is it that
overcomes the world but he who believes that
Jesus is the Son of God?

6 This is he who came by water and blood,
Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with
the water and the blood. 7 And the Spirit is
the witness, because the Spirit is the truth. 8
There are three witnesses, the Spirit, the water,
and the blood; and these three agree. 9 If we
receive the test' | i
God is greater
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who is true; and we are in him who is true, in
his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and
eternal life. 21 Little children, keep yourselves
from idols.
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Nearly two millennia after their latest constituent member saw the light of day,
the books that make up the Christian Bible continue to play an indispensable
role in the spiritual lives of churches and individual believers. Yet today, many
who wish to honor Scripture as the word of God can scarcely do so unaware that
nearly every aspect of the study and use of their prized volume is under dispute.
Whether the topic be the origins of Scripture’s individual books, the early scribal
transmission of those books, their eventual collection into an exclusive “canon,”
their interpretation, their reliability or truthfulness, or the role they play in the
church’s attempt to define itself (and others), the reader of Scripture faces no lack
of critical scrutiny. Itis not surprising, then, that many should think of looking to
the “pre-critical” past and should hark back specifically to the early centuries of
the Christian era, when the foundations for scriptural exegesis in the Christian
tradition were being laid and when Scripture was finding its place in the wor-
shiping life of the church.
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The article considers the of Clement of Alexand of
Nyssa, While Clements theory of knowledge is pitched against scepticism, arguing
that Christians have the boon of revealed knowledge from which a science can be
deduced, Gregory starts from confidence in sense perception and empirical
observation. For him, however, difficulties arise when the human mind seeks to move
from the observable aspect of the warld to underlying, intelligible reality, the soul and
God. Ultimately, both Clement and Gregory affirm ‘apophaticism, but it emerges here
why this means semething rather difficult 1o both of them.
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Inthis Introduction 1o the volume, Gregory of Nyssa's In hexaemeron is presented as a
work of early Christian philosophy. It is contextualised within the authors ife and
Iiterary career. remark; the d t
the treatise. In another section, s historical background is sketched against the
history f the exeqesis of the Hexaemeron beginning with Philo of Alexandria.

ith Platois T st and the thought of ]
considered. A final part y inthe witing,
creation, the origin of matter, and the doctrine of logos. As these will be more fully
investigated in the other chapters of the volume, the Introduction refers 1o the relevant
places where further information on these issues can be found.
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Publication Date: 2021
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Some modern researchers have identified the ‘Clement the philosopher” mentioned in On the
Divine Names V.9 of Dionysius the Areopagite with Clement of Alexandria or with a pagan
philosopher who was a contemporary of Dionysius or from a more distant past. The present
essay develops an interpretation of the above passage in the context of the attempt of the author
o stage the structure and contents of his writings so as to persuade his readers of his apestolic
identity. Thus, it argues that it would be proper to examine whether the identity of Clement the
philosopher in this passage is compatible with the carefully constructed identity of Dionysius. It
proposes that it is possible to understand Clement the philosopher as a reference to Clement of
Rome because the information we have about him is consistent with Dienysius’ professed
identity, and also because there were earlier Christian traditions that represented Clement of
Rome as related to the apostle Paul, the purported teacher of Dionysius, and trained in Greek
philosophy. Keywords: Dionysius the Areopagite, Paul the Apostle, Clement of Rome, Clement of
Alexandria, Principles of Beings, Scripture, Greek Patristics, Plato, Proclus, Platonism. This is the
official academic Journal of the Academia.edu digital forum er website. It is an open access
Journal that publishes peer-reviewed research articles authored by scholars in English.
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